
Abstract

Many families living in the Bolivian Andes Mountains earn 
less than $2.00 a day. They believe educating their children is 
their only escape from poverty.  Sadly, children cannot attend 
school unless their parents can purchase school supplies for 
them. The required annual supplies cost an average of $35 
per child; this presents an impossible burden for families 
with multiple school-aged children. Mano a Mano collects 
usable, often new, school supplies abandoned in U.S. 
students’ lockers at the end of each school year. Volunteers 
pack and ship these supplies to Bolivia, where they 
are distributed to children in need. Once they have the 
needed supplies, parents can send their children to school.

Bolivia Overview
Government

• Government classified as a Presidential Republic

• Bolivian President elected by the cabinet instead of the Electoral
College like the U.S.

• Judicial, Executive, and Legislative branches

• Presidents serve five years

Geography

• Located is the central area of South America

• Varied terrain - Andes Mountains, basins, plateaus

• Rich in natural resources - Zinc, gold, tin, natural gases, etc.

• Deforestation/pollution is taking place because of modernization

Economy

• Bolivia has natural resources but no funding to extract resources

• Lack of foreign investments take toll on the economy

• Decline in natural gas prices in 2014 hit Bolivia’s economy hard

People and Society

• Primary ethnic group is Mestizos, mixture of White and Hispanic
origin

• Other ethnic groups include

• Quecha, Aymara, and Guaran

• Main religion - Roman Catholic

• Primary language - Spanish

Mano a Mano
Education
• Bolivian children need to obtain their own school supplies
• Abandoned school supplies from the U.S. are taken to Mano a Mano 
Healthcare
• Building health facilities in rural areas of Bolivia
• Gives rural residents access to healthcare and a safer community
Transportation
• Built 61 roads in the past 22 years

• Rural Bolivian children have access to education
• Rural farmers can transport their crops and goods

Poverty and Income Inequality
• Economy

o Global decline in oil prices in late 2014 exerted downward 
pressure on price for exported gas and resulted in lower GDP

o 38% of the population lives below poverty line
o Bolivia’s income inequality is highest in Latin America

• Impact of education on poverty
o A 2008-14 study by the Bolivian Catholic University shows 

clear link between education and poverty

• Reducing poverty in Bolivia
o “In early 2016, the Government of Bolivia approved the 2016-

2020 National Economic and Social Development Plan aimed at 
maintaining growth of 5% and reducing poverty.”

o President Morales made poverty reduction, redistribution of 
wealth, land reform favoring poorer peasants, and public control 
over Bolivia's oil and gas resources his main priorities

o Since 2006, the Government of Bolivia has introduced 
economic and social reforms, resulting in a decrease in extreme 
poverty—from 38% in 2005 to 17% in 2017

Bolivian Education System
Bolivia Public Education System
• Pre-K to high school takes 14 years to complete (Ages 4-18)
• In High School, students have option to stay in general education 

path (math, English, science, etc.), or technical education path 
(carpentry, welding, etc.)

Bolivia Higher Education System
• Bolivia higher education consists of 11 public universities, and 

38 private universities
• Higher education consists of…

i. Trade school (1-3 years) – training for technical education, 
carpentry, welding, etc.

ii.Undergraduate school (4-6 years) – study further for the 
general education (math, teaching, etc.)

• Public universities in Bolivia are free of charge
Current Day Public Education Struggles With COVID-19

• During pandemic and virtual education, thousands of children 
could not get education due to lack of internet access

• Bolivia completely canceled schooling for the 2020-21 academic 
year in some regions (roughly 2 million students) because of 
struggles of obtaining internet access for virtual schooling

Why donations matter
Bolivia is a struggling country for several reasons. It’s 
struggling economy lacks the ability to extract resources to 
sell; Bolivia also has a high poverty rate. Another 
unfortunate problem is the lack of education.  If people are 
educated, that can help create jobs which in turn might 
stimulate the economy and help Bolivia as a whole.  Help a 
struggling country by making a small donation to support 
educational growth in Bolivia.
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Child Labor in Bolivia

Child Labor 
• Child labor a very controversial, long term problem
• Definitions, causes and solutions are diverse

Causes of Child Labor
• Poverty due to increasing numbers of family 

members involved in economic activities
• Child labor also related to struggles in Bolivian 

school system
• Access and quality of schools substandard, and 

number of secondary schools limited, especially in 
countryside

Child labor’s role on education
•Work-school tradeoff among Bolivia’s children includes 
domestic chores

•Gender and ethnicity matter
•Boys more likely to work
•Girls are twice as likely to work as boys
•Tradeoff between school and work is stronger for 
Indigenous children

• Indigenous girls falling behind other children in terms 
of their human capital accumulation
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