
Introduction

This presentation is designed to inform the 

audience of a cause overseas. This project, Future 

Nurses of Vietnam, was designed to give women in 

Vietnam a chance to enroll into a medical 

institution. All proceeds will be going to this 

foundation to improve and raise awareness of the 

medical field in Vietnam.

Higher Education
Understanding Education in Vietnam
.

Education styles in Vietnam have been altered 

several times in their history. Prior to the French colony 

establishment, Vietnamese students would be taught in 

similar fashion as Chinese students. With the French 

entering in 1887, education was changed "with a 

government-curtailed mandate toward ' developing 

education horizontally, not vertically'" (Jacob and Liu). 

This means they were focusing on primary schooling, 

and not necessarily worried about secondary and higher. 

After the Vietnam War, however, mass education and 

creating a national pride was a focus of the Vietnam 

government. They have also stressed increasing 

secondary and higher education throughout the country, 

to create a strong sense of economy in the developing 

nation.

Vietnamese Nursing Educators in VNA

• Problems with the program

• Most nursing educators in poorer countries 

are not properly prepared for teaching. A 

small portion of teachers have obtained 

postgraduate degrees and have little 

exposure to different methods of teaching.

• “… traditional education programs in Viet 

Nam tend to utilize teacher-oriented 

approaches such as lectures, readings, and 

repetitive drills, rather than learner oriented or 

active learning approaches such as small 

group discussion and the sharing of 

ideas” (Chapman et al.).

• Different dialects between each member of 

the fellowship program, secondary language 

usage, and subconscious switching 

pronunciations made the program harder for 

the nurses in training.

• Success

• “Viet Nam Nursing Capacity Building 

Project under the leadership of Professor 

Genevieve Gray, provides: 1) concentrated, 

short-term education programs; 2) 

postgraduate scholarships; 3) assistance with 

all elements of curriculum making and 4) 

assistance with scholarship and policy 

development.” (Chapman et al.)

The Effects of COVID in Vietnam
Vietnam has been very grateful in the fight against 

COVID19. At this moment, Vietnam has sustained only 

1203 cases, with only 35 deaths.

Medical Practices and Institutions in Vietnam

• Vietnam holds two forms of medical practice. Private 

and Public

• The pros and cons list will extend forever on the 

differences of public and private 

healthcare. According to the CDC and the 

poverty chart provided, COVID cases were at 

higher risk in the poverty-stricken areas.

• This is attributed to the lack of medical staff and 

attention in the more rural regions

Vietnams Economy is not failing during the Pandemic

"The government in April passed a VND62 trillion 

financial support package for the poor and businesses 

affected by the Covid-19 pandemic".

People who lost their jobs due to Covid-19 for at least 14 

days or more can receive a monthly allowance of 

VND1.8 million". (Chia Se, writer, Vietnamnet)

Vietnam is expecting even more growth to their export 

heavy amidst a pandemic.

Medical Progress cannot be halted

• As of May 2020, the Vietnamese government had 

released information that a vaccine had been 

produced by scientists in the country. (Gavi.org, 2020)

• Knowing this, the medical field in Vietnam is still 

giving its all to protect their citizens. They must 

keep providing a decent education for the young 

women in Vietnam

• Hanoi Medical Institution has continued testing 

since May of 2020.

1,203 total cases since outbreak in Wuhan (CDC)
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Status of Women in Vietnam
Women and Development in Vietnam

• Caught Between Social Tradition and Economic 

Globalization

• Despite Vietnam's economic success, 

development issues remain, especially in relation 

to women

• Women's health is a second priority

• Maternal mortality rates remain high

• Violence against women also remains an issue

• The ongoing belief that women should continue 

the traditional cultural standards

• Most Significant Contributions Women Have Made to 

Development in Vietnam

• Women make up 48.7% of the labor force

• 73 % of women are working in various economic 

sectors

• Women dominant in agriculture jobs (not medical, 

seems to be harder for them to be able to get into 

that field)

• 80% of them working industries that contribute 

significantly to the exports of Vietnam (Hong, 

K. 2016)

Vietnam Records High Female Employment but 

Challenges Remain

• Around 79% of women (ages 15 and 64) are working 

or currently looking for jobs in Vietnam compared to 

85% of men already having jobs.

• There is a visible gender gap regarding overall labor 

force participation within different industries

• It is more common for men to take manager and 

supervisor jobs in fields such as engineering, 

architecture, and politics.

• Even though there are prohibitions on gender 

preference, companies still engage in unfair hiring 

practices

• It even happens within governmental roles

• Women currently account for 24.4% of all deputies 

in the National Assembly and 31% employed by 

State agencies

• Women make up 55 percent of the self-employed 

labor force in the country.

• With Vietnam’s economy shifts to manufacturing, 

women are finding jobs in textile, footwear, and 

seafood processing

• Poor conditions raise

health concerns (Preet, Raman. 2019)

Future Nurses of Vietnam

Inquiry 111: Civic Engagement Fellows

Tyler Dickson, Hunter Hoag, Alicia Lloyd, Grant Shepherd 

Westminster College, New Wilmington, Pennsylvania 16172

University of RMIT in Saigon, Vietnam. Established in 2000, and conjoint with RMIT 

universities in Australia, Spain, Singapore, China, Indonesia, Germany, Austria, India, and 

the Netherlands (https://www.masterstudies.com/universities/Vietnam/RMIT-Vietnam/)

Adidas Factory in Vietnam, https://qz.com/1274044/nike-and-adidas-are-

steadily-ditching-china-for-vietnam-to-make-their-sneakers/

Poverty In Vietnam

Vietnam poverty rate for 2012 was 41.50%, a 6.2% 

decline from 2010 

Vietnam poverty rate for 2018 was 23.60%, a 5.4% 

decline from 2016.

Poverty and Education

In many parts of the world, poverty has become a 

pressing issue and there are many psychological 

factors that have become associated with it such as a 

feeling of hopelessness which leads to a lower life 

expectancy.

(Alabi et al.)

There are alleviation strategies for these pressures 

that have proved successful in other nations. Some 

examples of these include creating jobs, supporting 

pay equity, and social security.

(Singh & Chudasama)

“The test of development is if the people have achieved 

greater freedoms or not. Conversely, poverty is the 

negation of freedoms. An individual who is denied the 

freedom to have sufficient income to support her family 

is poor in much the same way as an individual who is 

denied the freedom to pursue her education because of 

social norms discriminating against female education.” 

(Amir-ud)

Alleviation strategies for poverty

o Creating Jobs

o Support Pay Equity

§ Adds to pay equity with women

o “Community organizations based micro-financing”

o “Capability and social security”

o “Market-based”

o “Good governance” (Singh & Chudasama)

(Tran, 2019)
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