
What’s happening today?
They live in poverty and do not have 
much to believe in, but their god and 
they hope someone to help them in 
their time of need still. “In 2018, 72% of 
the population, especially in the North 
West and Kasaï regions, was living in 
extreme poverty on less than $1.90 a 
day.” (World Bank) That is worse than 
Niger, Malawi, Mozambique, and Sierra 
Leone! That is because they are still 
recovering from the series of conflicts 
that happened back in the 1990s. The 
growth of the economy has slowed 
down by 4.4% last year and the prices 
for particularly cobalt and copper have 
decreased by a lot and the demand for it 
is high. Due to COVID 19, it will decrease 
by another 2.2% and it will weaken the 
economy because of nobody working 
and doing anything. Although, by 2022, 
the economy will grow by 4.5%. 
“Although the DRC initiated reforms 
aimed at strengthening governance in 
the management of natural resources 
and improving the business climate, the 
country is ranked 184 out of 190 
countries in the Doing Business 
2019 report on business regulations and 
must address a host of challenges if it 
hopes to attract investors in key sectors.” 
(World Bank) . Now, with COVID going 
on, they cannot do anything more than 
they are doing. In the past in 2016, 
Ebola affected them tremendously. 

A Brief History-
In the 1960s, The Democratic 
Republic of Congo gained its 
independence. This allowed the 
Congolese people to begin 
decolonizing their country, but most 
had no formal education or any idea 
how to build a governing body or a 
working military.

This is due to lasting effects of their
rule under King Leopold which then 
led to the rise of Mobutu who 
accrued a national debt of 10 billion 
dollars by 1990.

Many wars have torn through the 
country as during this time as well. 
The First and Second Congo Wars 
as well as the hundreds of Rwandan 
refugees that flooded the country to 
escape the massacres in their 
country.

Because of the lack of good leaders, 
the people of Congo have suffered 
from a lack of resources. They have 
little food and access to clean water. 

Overview-
By donating just $17, an 
orchard of 15 trees can be 
planted. $60 can give
agricultural training to a
family so that they may
find a job in agriculture
and to take care and grow 
their own food supplies.
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Conclusion-
This country has too many 
struggles to count. By 
alleviating the pressure of 
starvation, these people can 
start building up their 
country and stabilizing its 
economy.

Planting for the Future-

Plant With Purpose is an 
organization that aims to plant 
orchards and train families living 
in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo to help them provide food 
for their families.
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