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Where is Ethiopia?
Tomi Taiwo



What is Ethiopia Reads?
Tori Shultz

● Ethiopia Reads is a non-profit 
organization that provides books, 
libraries, teachers, and librarians to 
rural communities in Ethiopia

● Their goal is to create a new 
generations of leaders through 
education

Ethiopia Reads. Ethiopia Reads, 2021, https://www.ethiopiareads.org/about/our-mission/.          

Accessed 14 October 2021.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DiF_o-8T0qE


What has Ethiopia Reads done?
Tori Shultz

● Since its founding in 2003 Ethiopia 
Reads has:

○ Started 80 libraries (in public schools, 
private schools, as well as mobile 
versions) out of 300 in Ethiopia

○ Trained more than 450 teachers and 
librarians out of 110,000 in Ethiopia

○ Donated 200,000 books (in Amharic 
and English languages) to 350 schools 
across Ethiopia out of 58 million

● The organization helps 130,000 
children each year out 58 million

Ethiopia Reads. Ethiopia Reads, 2021, https://www.ethiopiareads.org 

/about/our-mission/. Accessed 14 October 2021.

Desta, Meseret. “Child Protection in Ethiopia Southern Nations, Nationalities, and 

Peoples’ Region (SNNPR): Conceptual Understanding, Policy, and Practice.” Child 

Welfare, 2020, pp. 1-28. EBSCOhost. Accessed 14 October 2021.



How does Ethiopia Reads help children?
Tori Shultz

● Areas of focus:
○ Build libraries, build schools, and provide 

books
○ Train librarians and teachers and provide 

curriculum
○ Reach into remote areas and provide 

books 
○ Extend education through additional 

programs
○ Partner with other organizations to further 

goals

Ethiopia Reads. Ethiopia Reads, 2021, https://www.ethiopiareads.org/about/our-mission/. 

Accessed 14 October 2021.



How does Ethiopia Reads help Ethiopians?
Tori Shultz

● Ethiopia Reads is operated by 
Ethiopians in Addis Ababa and the 
regional capital of Hawassa

● Employees are given benefits as well 
as competitive wages

● Employees are also offered many 
trainings and workshops to advance 
career development in Ethiopia 

Ethiopia Reads. Ethiopia Reads, 2021, 

https://www.ethiopiareads.org/about/our-mission/. Accessed 14 

October 2021.

Hailegebriel, Debebe. “Ethiopia.” International Journal for Not-for-Profit Law, 

May 2010, pp. 18-27. EBSCOhost. Accessed 14 October 2021. 



War between Ethiopia and Eritrea

● In 1988 war broke out between Ethiopia and Eritrea 
over control of Tigray(Northern region of Ethiopia)

● War continues today
● Factors that contributes to the war includes economic 

disputes, cultural differences
● Due to the war, a lot of resources and human lives were 

lost.

Abbink, Jon. “Unfinished Business: Ethiopia and Eritrea at war.”.African Affairs,Oct 2007, p731-733. ESBCOhost. 15 Oct 2021.

Tomi Taiwo



The effect on war on children to adulthood

● study done in 2012 in Nigeria with adult who were 
children in the Nigeria civil vs adult born after the war and 
adults who were children during war were shorter that 
adults who were born after war because of malnutrition. 

● It is hard for children in the war zone to attend school 
because there is no school to attend due to bombing of 
the school, being pulled away from parent, malnutrition, 
etc

Tomi Taiwo



Ethiopia current Geopolitical situation

● The war still continues today
● Thousands of people have been killed since 

November of 2020
● million have been displaced and hundreds of 

thousands more have been forced into a 
famine due to lost of resources and money.

● There have been no resources to learn, 
since money and resources coming into the 
country goes straight to helping the war

 “Ethiopia army launches major attack on Tigray: Rebels ”Aljazeera” ,Oct 11 2021. Ethiopia army launches major attack on Tigray: 

Rebels | Conflict News | Al Jazeera. 15 Oct 2021.

Tomi Taiwo

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/10/11/ethiopian-army-launches-ground-attack-on-tigray-forces-reports
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/10/11/ethiopian-army-launches-ground-attack-on-tigray-forces-reports


Childhood Literacy
Kyah Ceci

● Research suggests that children who gain the necessary pre-reading skills during 
kindergarten are more likely to read successfully in third grade than students who do 
not, and students who read successfully in third grade are more likely to graduate 
from high school than those who do not.

● Only 20% of fourth-grade students from low-income communities read proficiently 
while 51% of fourth graders from higher-income families read proficiently.

● Early childhood literacy programs in elementary school may serve an important 
supplementary function for them by helping them acquire missing early literacy skill.

The Impact of Structural Barriers and Facilitators on Early Childhood Liter...: EBSCOhost 

https://web.p.ebscohost.com/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?vid=4&sid=61134f19-2bd6-4522-af5c-2608b8a8a4ec%40redis


Literacy In Ethiopia
Kyah Ceci

● Ethiopia suffers from extreme poverty, therefore there is extremely low literacy 
rates in children.

● 24% of Ethiopia’s population is considered impoverished.
● Children are unlikely to move onto a higher education or secure high paying jobs
● Parents with low literacy rates are 72% more likely to pass that low literacy down

Literacy In Ethiopia: What You Need to Know  - The Borgen Project

https://borgenproject.org/literacy-in-ethiopia/


Reading fluency and comprehension levels of students in grades 2 
and 3 within five regions of Ethiopia

Kyah Ceci

● The overall percent-correct average for reading comprehension questions is 
           very low at 20%, whereas average listening comprehension is at 69%. 

● Results from the 2018 administration illustrate gender inequality in Ethiopia. 
            Boys performed significantly higher than girls in 6 languages. 

● The number of students able to respond correctly to the reading comprehension subtask questions is disconcertingly 
low, at 32% overall. 

● A high percentage of Ethiopian students cannot read enough words within one minute to develop an understanding of 
what they read.  

 
 
 

USAID Ethiopia Early Grade Reading Assessment 2018 Report

https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1865/Ethiopia-Early-Grade-Reading-Assessment-2018.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUJj0vTlUNQ


What does the Education System Look Like?

Regarding grades and sections:

- Primary schooling is from 
grades 1-6

- Secondary grades are 7th and 
8th grade

- HIgh School is grades 9 and 10
- Precollege is grades 11-12

Gia Francisco

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0__NU6qhbrw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0__NU6qhbrw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0__NU6qhbrw


What is Asset-Based Learning?

- Asset Based Learning “shifts the 
perspective of community members 
from a need orientation to an asset 
approach in advancing social 
change.”

- Providing children with education is 
pivotal in Ethiopia; trying to help 
children inch their way out of poverty. 

https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=eric&AN=EJ1117210&site=ehost-live. 

Gia Francisco

https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=eric&AN=EJ1117210&site=ehost-live


USAID and how they are trying to Improve Ethiopian 
Education System… 

- USAID educates children and improve 
their reading skills at a young age, in 
order to increase their literacy. 

- Building the foundation at a young 
age is very important

- An article stated that, “only 40% of 
students in grades 2 and 3 read at a 
satisfactory level of 20-25 words per 
minute.”

Gia Francisco

https://www.usaid.gov/ethiopia/education

https://www.usaid.gov/ethiopia/education


Methods of Teaching

- Main methods of teaching are question and 
explanation format/ lecture

- Not many field trips or engaging activities
- Some material shortages and lack of 

teachers
- Ethiopia reads is providing the right 

resources and different learning techniques 
with the hope of improvement

Gia Francisco

https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1222107.pdf.

https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1222107.pdf

