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▪Myanmar is a country in South Asia.

▪ It borders Bangladesh, India, China,
Laos, and Thailand.

▪ It also borders the Bay of Bengal and 
the Andaman Sea.
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▪ Launched in September 1950

▪ Medics visited over 38,000 out of 51.5 million 
people in 44 villages in Myanmar/ Burma

▪ Fighting health problems, violence, 
displacement, malnutrition, and gender 
inequality.

▪ Backpack medics will administer 55,000 doses 
of medication (1 year span)

▪ Rely on more than 3,000 medical supplies like 
gauges, syringes, bandages, thermometers, and 
stethoscopes.

▪ Backpack medic helped villages, treating more 
patients, and providing more medicine
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▪ Education is practically limited in 
ethnic groups in Burma

▪ Myanmar provides mobile 
education

▪ Provides basic math, literacy and 
computer skills

▪ Helps gain self-confidence, 
develops critical thinking

Learning | UNICEF 
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https://www.unicef.org/myanmar/education


▪ Women and girls face 
disadvantages like 
violence, sexual assault, 
abduction, forced prostitution, etc.

▪ Forced displacement causes 
refugees, and exploitation
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▪ Burma's health care system is 
struggling

▪ Malaria, tuberculosis, AIDS, dysentery, 
and other communicable illnesses too 
common

▪ 15% of children will not survive due to 
diseases

▪ 1 in 12 expecting mothers will not 
survive

Burma Humanitarian Mission - Key Volunteers (burmamission.org)
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http://burmamission.org/key-volunteers.php


A mosquito transferred, parasitic 
disease

Kills 500,000 people a year in mostly 
tropical or subtropical climates

Complications- breathing problems, 
organ failure, anemia, relapses
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▪ Volunteers are a 
strong force for 
overall healthcare
▪ Found still to be 

popular in the study

▪ Trained for more 
than just malaria

Han Oo, Win, et al. “Community demand for 
comprehensive primary health care from 
malaria volunteers in South-East Myanmar; a 
qualitative study”. Malaria Journal, 16 Dec 
2020. EBCSOhost. Community demand for 
comprehensive primary health care from 
malaria volunte...: EBSCOhost 14 Oct 2021
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https://web.b.ebscohost.com/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?vid=6&sid=18c52fba-1141-481d-a24a-b0d3f8f5dc4b%40pdc-v-sessmgr03


▪ Study found that early diagnosis, treatment, 
targeted mass drug administration helped 
decrease parasite in villages dubbed 
"politically sensitive regions of eastern 
Myanmar"
▪ P facliparum main parasite causing malaria 

in this study area
Jordi Landier, et.al. “Effect of generalised access to early diagnosis and treatment and 

targeted mass drug administration on plasmodium falciparum malaria in Eastern 
Myanmar: an observational study of a regional elimination programme”. The Lancet. 24 
April 2018. EBSCOhost. Effect of generalised access to early diagnosis and treatment 
and targeted mass drug administration on Plasmodium falciparum malaria in Eastern 
Myanmar: an observational study of a regional elimination programme (thelancet.com). 
14 Oct 2021.
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https://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-6736(18)30792-X.pdf


WORLD HEALTH 
ORGANIZATION 
(W.H.O.) ENDORSED 
FIRST VACCINE TO 
PREVENT MALARIA

OCTOBER 6, 2021
MANDAVILLI, APOORAVA. “A ‘HISTORICAL 
EVENT’: FIRST MALARIA VACCINE APPROVED BY 
W.H.O.”. THE NEW YORK TIMES. 6 OCT 2021.
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▪ Right now, Myanmar is 
on the brink of a civil 
war

▪ Predicted economic 
shrinkage of around 
18% in 2021

▪ The national poverty 
rate has increased due 
to the pandemic

▪ Over 200,000 people 
been internally 
displaced

https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/artic

les/30017/in-myanmar-coup-opponents-

should-focus-on-diplomacy-not-war
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https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/30017/in-myanmar-coup-opponents-should-focus-on-diplomacy-not-war


▪ In Myanmar, 87.9% of 
the population identify 
as Buddhist and 4.3% 
identify as Muslim.

▪ 730,000 Rohingya 
people fled brutal 
prosecution in Myanmar 
in 2017

▪ More than 300 Muslim 
villages were 
desecrated and 
demolished

▪ Rohingya people are 
denied citizenship and 
are unable to travel 
freely

HTTPS://SEARCH.EBSCOHOST.COM/LOGIN.ASPX?DIRE

CT=TRUE&DB=A9H&AN=152879965&SITE=EHOST-LIVE
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▪ Disruption of the supply 
chain of clean water is a 
consequence of the ongoing 
civil unrest in Myanmar

▪ Displaced families cannot 
access clean water or the 
resources to buy clean water

▪ Nine million people (16.4%) 
still have no access to a basic 
drinking water service

https://www.unicef.org/myanmar/water-

sanitation-and-hygiene-wash
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