
THE PROJECT

The Inquiry Civic Engagement Fellows worked with the 

Global Engagement Fellows to sponsor projects 

around global development.  Civic Engagement 

Fellows did research around different aspects of their 

chosen project and social problem.  That research is 

reported here.

OVERVIEW OF TOPIC

Our research focuses on the need for transportation

for African youth. We know that transportation is a

necessity for the youth in Africa to get to school as well

as have access to healthcare.

A great portion of the youth in Africa are unable to

have access to an education or healthcare because

they do not have the necessary transportation to get

them to that education or healthcare.

What are the benefits of an education and

healthcare and why are they valuable?

Education has many things that people benefit from. 

One of the main benefits of receiving an education is 

that it helps children in many ways. By teaching a 

variety of different content areas, such as English 

language arts, mathematics, sciences, and history, 

children are able to become well-rounded adults.

Healthcare is also very important with many benefits. 

Healthcare provides people with the necessary 

treatments and medicines so that when they get sick, 

they are able to return to a good state of health.
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Bikes for education

• We found that there are many benefits to providing 

children with transportation. It has been determined 

that the best method of transportation that we can 

provide the youth with is bicycles. Some of the 

benefits of providing the youth with bicycles is that 

with a bike, a trip that would normally be anywhere 

from one and a half to two hours by walking, could 

be reduced to a fifteen to twenty-minute bike ride.

• Bicycles are also an ideal method of transportation 

because they are cost effective and do not need to 

be constantly refilled with gasoline like cars do.

• Another added bonus of bicycles is that baskets 

can be attached to them so that students are able to 

carry their supplies to and from school with ease 

without worrying about dropping them.

Conclusions

Education and healthcare are two of the most valuable 

aspects of life as we know it.

We need to be able to provide the youth in Africa with 

the necessary transportation that is bicycles in order 

for the youth to receive the necessary education and 

healthcare.

Without access to an education, children will be less 

likely to grow up and have a successful career. If 

children do not graduate from high school, they are 

less likely to go to college. With a bicycle, we can 

provide children with the opportunity to go to school to 

get the education that they deserve.

Without access to healthcare, children are far more 

likely to catch a disease that could have been 

prevented if they went to regular doctor appointments. 

Children are also far more likely to die of these 

illnesses if they are unable to travel to be treated for 

these diseases.

Bicycles should be made available to any and all

children who seek them.

Bicycles for education and healthcare in Africa
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Bicycle with a basket that is used for carrying various 

items. 

• Children need to go to school so that way they can 

receive the education that every child deserves. 

Without an education, not all children will be able to 

grow up and have successful jobs. If children are 

unable to even graduate from high school, then they 

are less likely to go to college and obtain a well-paying 

job.

• Another benefit that bicycles have is that they reduce 

the risk that children will come into contact with

predators such as wild animals or other conflicts that 

they might come into if they were walking.

• When children are riding their bicycles to and from 

school, it is also providing them with healthy exercise 

that they might not have had the chance to get without 

the bicycles.

• It is fundamentally important that the children in Africa 

have access to an equal education. By providing the 

youth with transportation such as bicycles, the children 

who do not currently have access to an education, 

could now begin to receive an education along with the 

necessary transportation that they need to obtain it.

• Without access to transportation such as bicycles,

children are often times unable to travel to receive the

healthcare that they need to avoid catching any

diseases.

• By providing children with bicycles, it reduces the

chance of a child dying because they were unable to

get the healthcare that they needed. Children are much

more likely to die of these diseases if they are not

provided with bicycles.

• It is important to give children the opportunity to

receive the education and the healthcare that they both

need and deserve.

Bikes for healthcare
• Healthcare is a necessity that all people should 

have access to. Healthcare is also important 

because many people rely on it to survive.

• “AFRICAN societies face a health crisis. Rural 

and urban populations live with, are disabled by or 

die (prematurely) from communicable diseases 

such as malaria, tuberculosis (TB) and HIV/AIDS 

as well as a growing epidemic of chronic non-

communicable disease” (Marks, 388). 

• Without access to healthcare, children are far 

more likely to catch diseases that they would not 

have gotten if they had access to the treatment 

such as medicines and vaccines that are needed 

in order to prevent these diseases from spreading.
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