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Sustainable Energy
Sustainable energy is energy that meets the 
needs of the present generations without 
compromising the ability of future generations to 
meet their own needs. This form of energy is less 
toxic and less damaging to our 
environment while being at the core of 
sustainable development. Examples include 
geothermal, hydropower, solar and wind energy. 
Hydropower energy functions by using 
mechanical energy formed from falling water's 
potential energy which rotates turbines which 
drive generators. Geothermal  energy is when 
heat is produced from earth’s interior 
and extracted . Solar energy comes from the 
sun’s radiation while wind energy is captured 
from moving turbines.

Water Sustainability 
"The use of water supports the 

ability of human society to endure 
and flourish into the indefinite future" 
((Sustainability - Wiley Online 
Library). Reusing water to Support a 
Circular Economy By transitioning 
from a linear model to a more circular 
one, focus is placed on reducing 
water consumption and to achieve 
the overall objective of resource 
efficiency. Achieving this will require 
businesses to rethink wastewater 
treatments. Smart water network 
solutions improve the reliability of 
physical water infrastructure by 
collecting and analyzing data more 
efficiently. Water is at the core of 
sustainable development and is 
critical for healthy ecosystems and 
human survival themselves.

Business Sustainability 
Business sustainability is beneficial for businesses and 

consumers. Through this, businesses gain positive brand 
recognition by adopting sustainable business practices. The 

consumer in turn feels good about helping contribute to 
sustainability and the environment. Businesses are also doing 

their part to help combat climate change. Business can 
possibly qualify for incentives for being environmentally 
friendly .The consumer also reduces their environmental 

impact. The goal of business sustainability is for businesses to 
reduce their impact on the environment. Also, large 

corporations are responsible for most pollution on the Earth, 
so by businesses taking action this would help the cause.

Sustainable Pittsburgh is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to advancing 

and supporting sustainability in 
southwestern Pennsylvania. Your 

support helps to fund research and 
policies that affect the Pittsburgh region. 

Sustainable Pittsburgh memberships 
are annual and operate on a rolling 

basis. Donations are used to help for 
new partnerships and entities while also 

making it possible to further existing 
collaborations.
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Sustainable Recycling & Waste 
Management

Sustainable recycling and waste management is 
important because improper waste management 

techniques have detrimental effects on society. Also, 
MSW and related factors are at an all-time high. 
Examples include individual education/access to 

sustainable practices, energy recovery, recycling, re-
use, and prevention. If implemented, this leads to 

reduction of waste and sustainable human 
development.

SUSTAINABILITY

Sustainability is the avoidance of the depletion of natural resources in order to maintain 
ecological balance. Our group decided to focus on four specific types of sustainability 

for our project. This includes, but is not limited to, sustainable energy, water 
sustainability, business sustainability and sustainable recycling and waste 

management. These forms of sustainable practices are important in our daily lives for 
our human population to flourish in the future.

As a class, we came together through our first-year 
inquiry class and focused on sustainability through a non-profit 

called Sustainable Pittsburgh. Sustainable Pittsburgh is a 
regional organization that formed programs tailored to the 
unique needs and opportunities in Southwestern PA. The 

mission of this class project is to raise funds for Sustainable 
Pittsburgh so that they can continue to benefit the community.
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Programs:
• Sustainable Pittsburgh Restaurants
• Sustainable Pittsburgh Shops

• Allegheny Eats
• Sustainable Pittsburgh Challenge

Sustainable Pittsburgh strives 
to create products and services to make a 
sustainable supply network while building a 
healthy and prosperous region. Sustainable 
Pittsburgh has performance programs such 

as sustainable restaurants and shops all 
around Pittsburgh that contribute to a 

building a healthy and prosperous 
region. They also promote practices 

that reinforce the importance of diversity in a 
community. While doing this, Sustainable 

Pittsburgh strives to manage a sustainable 
supply network that in return creates a 
growth of quality jobs. As can be seen, 
Sustainable Pittsburgh works towards 
promoting sustainability throughout the 
community by building a healthy and 

prosperous region.
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