
The Project:

The Inquiry Civic Engagement Fellows worked with the 

Global Engagement Fellows to sponsor projects 

around global development. Fellows did research 

around different aspects of their chosen project and 

social problem. That research is reported here.

Overview of Topic:

Our research focuses on the need for planting trees in 

Haiti. Haiti has struggled with almost complete 

deforestation and with that the collapse of their 

economic and environmental sustainability. Our topic 

specifically focuses on how Haiti's environmental 

destruction got so drastic, why trees are needed so 

badly by Haitians, what the benefits of planted trees 

are, and how the global community addresses this 

issue on the barren dirt of Haiti and in other areas 

struggling similarly with environmental sustainability.

What is the Alternative Gift Market and why 

is it important?
Alternative Gifts International is a non-profit organization 

that inspires support for humanitarian and environmental 

causes. This organization offers donors the option to designate 

charitable gifts through carefully selected agencies in the name 

of their relatives, friends, and associates. In July 1986, because 

of the fast growth of this project, Alternative Gift Markets, Inc. 

was organized. Through this event and our individual projects 

that legacy of support is continued.

What is "Plant for a Sustainable 

Tomorrow" and why should people care?
"Plant for a Sustainable Tomorrow" is an effort to address the 

severely deforested nation of Haiti. The deforestation threatens 

and undermines food security, destroys wildlife habitats, and 

causes mudslides and other natural disasters in Haiti.

Simply looking at the image

to the right should be proof

enough to show that there

is need for change in Haiti.

This project addresses the much bigger issue of environmental 

sustainability. Not only planting trees, but heuristic methods are 

used as well. For example, one organization accompanies tree 

planting with workshops on nurturing trees and programs that 

offer a means for monetization of tree produce thus teaching the 

locals methods they can employ themselves to reverse the 

deforestation.
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Why Haiti needs our help restoring land:

• Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere

• Haiti, alone, cannot fix itself

• Multiple humanitarian issues such as: lowest points in history

of literacy, health and productivity

The Benefits of Planting Trees in Haiti:

• Studies show that trees promote both physical and mental

health.

• Trees are linked to a decrease in negative thoughts, as well

as a decrease in depression symptoms.

• There is a reduced rate of crime in areas that have trees as

opposed to those that do not have trees.

• An increase in trees will lead to a decrease in pollution,

leading to an overall healthier lifestyle.

• Improved focus and reduced stress will allow for greater

performance by students as a result of trees.

• The trees also provide a source of food.

• Trees are a good source for firewood.

• There are many serious storms In Haiti and an increase in

trees can help manage the storm water.

There have been numerous studies conducted to show the

correlation between trees and education. A study found that

students who had a view of trees and a green environment

rather then a brick wall scored higher on test measuring

attention, and that they were also able to overcome stressful

events easier.

Conclusions
Haiti is in dire need of a solution to its environmental 

sustainability issue. We understand, however, that not just one 

solution is going to fix their country. With planting trees not only 

is Haiti getting a chance at survival but, it is helping the 

international economy as well. Trees have many benefits 

outside of land restoration and boosting the economy; the trees 

are good for Haitian's health. It is crucial that Haitians get a 

chance at a better life while fueling their mental and physical 

well-being.
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The History of Haiti:

History has not always been kind to Haiti. They have gone 

through very tough times and have struggled along the way. It is 

now our turn to help them.

A time-line of Haiti's history:

• 1804: Slave led revolution over France. First successful slave 

revolution in history.

• 1915-1932: United States invaded Haiti. Wanted to sustain 

democracy, but Haiti had too many underlying issues.

• 1957-1986: Haiti suffered from a dictator, François 

Duvalier, running their country.

• 2010: Haiti suffered a deadly and devastating earthquake. 

Earthquake worsened the deforestation.

Haiti has had trouble getting back on their feet after these hard

times. They have been through a lot during their short time of

being an independent country. Now Haiti's biggest problem lies

ahead of them. Deforestation has caused havoc in Haiti and

their economy.

Haiti's population is continually growing, but their useful land

area is shrinking. This has made it hard to create jobs to support

the country. Haiti's main plants were removed from the ground

to plant crops instead. This method has ruined the land.

What is causing deforestation in Haiti?
The primary reason for deforestation is charcoal production. The

people of Haiti solely rely on the production of charcoal as a

way to live. They use charcoal for energy, cooking, heat and

income. Due to most of the Haitian people having to use

charcoal as a way to survive, Haiti has less than 1% of their

original forests. The secondary reason for deforestation is the

Haitian government. They force the Haitian people to have to

rely on the production of charcoal as a way to survive and not

giving them another way to create energy without charcoal like

wind or solar power.
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